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Abstract

Attention to the vital element of dissimulation is highly instructive both in engaging
with the traditions of the Ahl al-Bayt (PBUH) and in analyzing Shiite beliefs and
intellectual history. The Imams (PBUT), as leaders of the Shiite community, adopted the
practice of dissimulation not only in matters related to the doctrine of Imamate but also
in sensitive jurisprudential issues, particularly rulings that carried political or social
implications. After the martyrdom of Imam Hussain (PBUH), due to Umayyad propaganda
promoting festivities and fasting on the day of ‘Ashiird’, this legal issue acquired a social
dimension, as Sunnis and Umayyad could distinguish Shiites from others based on their
adherence or non-adherence. Consequently, Imams (PBUT) were compelled to practice
dissimulation to protect the lives of their followers. This study, drawing on hadithi,
biographical, and historical sources through a library-based method, addresses the question
on what role the dissimulation played in the historical trajectory of rulings on fasting
on ‘Ashiira’day. Alongside the general type of dissimulation directed toward Sunnis, a
particular form is identified whereby Imams (PBUH) articulated dissimulation -based
rulings to their own Shiite followers—what may be termed “dissimulation for the benefit of
Shiites.” Owing to the intellectual, political, and social dominance of Sunnis under the
Umayyad, the residence of transmitters in Sunni-majority cities, or their direct contact with
Sunni authorities, the Imams sometimes echoed Sunni positions for the protection of their
community. In this framework, narrations concerning fasting on ‘Ashiira’ day in Umayyad
era emphasized virtues resembling Sunni reports and were transmitted to Sunni scholars,
Shiite subgroups such as the Zaidi under Sunnites’ influence, or Imami transmitters living
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in Sunni-majority centers like Mecca and Basra. By contrast, in the late Umayyad and early
‘Abbasid period, as political and social constraints eased, the need for dissimulation
declined, and reports condemning the fast emerged. These prohibitive narrations either
simply forbade the fast or associated it with severe punishment, and notably, they were all
transmitted in the ‘Abbasid era by Imami transmitters residing in Kufa, a Shiite-majority
city. Accordingly, Imams (PBUT) moved from a strategy of cautious affirmation under
dissimulation to outright prohibition when conditions allowed. Considering this crucial
aspect of Ahl al-Bayt’s (PBUT) scientific and practical conduct can illuminate other
contested legal issues between Sunnites and Shiites and offer valuable insights into the
broader history of Shiite thought.
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