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Abstract

The historical relations between Iran and China, influenced by political, economic, and
cultural factors, were shaped by the trade and the exchange of knowledge and culture,
playing a significant role in the international interactions throughout various centuries. The
Silk Road, as the main axis of exchange, provided a platform for the transfer of goods,
religion, and culture between East and West, paving the way for extensive communication
between the two civilizations. With the advent and propagation of Islam in Central Asia,
Iran-China relations entered a new phase, and new dimensions of cultural and political
interactions emerged between the two countries. The Mongol invasions in the 7" century
A.H and the establishment of the Ilkhanid government in Iran and the Yuan Dynasty in
China marked a turning point in the relations between the two countries, strengthening
political and economic ties and elevating the relationship to an unprecedented level. During
this period, commercial and cultural interactions reached their peak; Islam spread in East
Asia, and Buddhism found its way to the West. The Persian language and literature
developed in the East, and the Sino-Mongol culture became prevalent among Muslims. In
this context, the main question of the current research is what factors laid the groundwork
for the expansion of Iran-China relations during the llkhanid period, and how these
relations led to extensive interaction between the two civilizations. The aim of this research
is to identify the factors influencing these relations, examine their political, economic, and
cultural consequences, and analyze the role of the Silk Road in the transfer of culture and

Cite this article: Qasemi, H., Delrish, B., Naseri Rad, M. & Pourmohammadi Amlashi, N. (2025). Factors for the Expansion
of Iran-China Relations during the Ilkhanid Period. History of Islam, 26(4), p. 99-120.
https://doi.org/10.22081/hiq.2025.70402.2428

Received: 2025/06/11 Type of article: Research Article

Received in revised form: 2025/08/21 Publisher: Bagir al-Olum University

Accepted: 2025/09/22 https://pwa.bou.ac.ir/

Available online: 2025/12/23 ©2025/authors retain the copyright and full publishing rights


https://doi.org/10.22081/hiq.2025.70402.2428
https://pwq.bou.ac.ir/

100 | History of Islam, Vol. 26, No. 4, 2025

religion between East and West. The necessity of this research stems from the fact
that studying Iran-China relations during the Ilkhanid period is not only important for
understanding the history of the two countries but also essential for a better comprehension
of civilizational interactions on a global scale. This study can shed light on Iran's role in
global communication networks and China's position in cultural and economic interactions,
and also allow for comparison with contemporary relations and the utilization of historical
experiences. The research methodology is based on a descriptive-analytical approach, and
data have been collected through the study of reputable library sources and analyzed using
historical and comparative analysis methods to present a clear picture of Iran-China
relations during the Ilkhanid period. The findings of the research indicate that Iran-China
relations significantly developed during the Ilkhanid period, encompassing various
political, economic, and cultural dimensions. However, these relations did not endure due
to the political transformations and changes in the structure of governments, eventually
being limited to economic exchanges. Analyzing historical documents, the present research
provides a deeper understanding of the trend of these relations and shows that Iran-China
interactions during this period were a model of civilizational communication between East
and West.
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