wes| Jo fiojsiH

£6 2Nss| “GZ aWNJOA ‘40T

A Reflection on the Arrangements of the Safavids in Providing
Security and taking care of the Hajj routes

Alireza Falahati' Shahrbanu Delbari? Ardeshir Asadbeigi®

1 .Ph. D in History and Civilization of Islamic Nations, Islamic Azad University, Mashhad
Branch, Mashhad, Iran. Email: alirezqfalahatié%j@yahop.com

2. Asso_c1ate‘ﬁrofessor of history, Islamic Azad University, Mashhad Branch, Mashhad, Iran.
Email; tarikh_2003@yahoo.com . L

3. Associate professor of history, Islamic Azad University, Mashhad Branch, Mashhad, Iran.
Email: jafar.asadbeigi@gmail.com

Abstract:

Safavids (1135- 907 A. H) took important measures in regard with the political, military,
economic and religious fields in order to give legitimacy to their government. Since
facilitating and securing the Hajj journey was always considered one of the main
components of stable power in Islamic societies, Safavids, while establishing stable
security at the borders and communication network of their territory, paid a lot of
attention to the construction and repair of communicative roads especially pilgrimage
routes.

Taking advantages of the descriptive-analytical method of research, the question has
been answered on the extent the attention of Safavids towards establishing the security
of the Hajj routes and pursuing the demands of the pilgrims eas effective on the
prosperity of the Hajj. The findings of this research clarify that although the Safavids in
some years prohibited Iranians from going to Hajj for some reasons; at the same time,
in order to gain legitimacy and to strengthen their government, they paid special
attention to the virtue of Hajj and the security of roads and they pursued the demands of
Iranian pilgrims from the Ottomans (1342- 699) and the rulers of the Hajj route, and this
led to the prosperity of trade, the prosperity of caravanserais and highways, as well as
the elimination of unemployment.
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